
2nd Grade/Reading-Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113671
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Community and Routines
In this unit, the main focus is on students becoming strong, independent readers by paying attention to volume, stamina, and fluency. Along with the focus, students are building
reading routines, habits, and workflow of the classroom workshop. Students will review procedures and learn routines for Reader’s Workshop. Students will learn to pick Just Right books
for independent reading.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details
in a text. (RL.2.1)
Recount stories, including fables and folktales
from diverse cultures, and determine their
central message/theme, lesson, or moral. (RL.2.2)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use information gained from the illustrations and
words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot
(RL.2.7)

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details
in a text. (RI.2.1)
Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text
as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within
the text. (RI.2.2)

Craft and Structure
Know and use various text features (e.g.,
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries,
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key
facts or information in a text efficiently. (RI.2.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how specific illustrations and images
(e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to and clarify a text (RI.2.7)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Readers understand their reading identities and

become a community of readers.

U2 Readers take on the role and responsibility of being a
reading partner and an independent reader.

U3 Readers monitor their understanding of the text they
are reading and use a variety of strategies when their
understanding breaks down. (Decoding strategies,
rereading, context clues, schema).

U4 Effective readers engage in inquiry while reading;
they ask questions and seek answers within the text.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can a reading community help me grow as a

reader?

Q2 How does working with a reading partner help me
become a stronger reader?

Q3 How do I become a stronger reader?

Q4 How can asking and answering questions help me
understand the text?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words (RF.2.3)

Identify words with inconsistent but common
spelling-sound correspondences. (RF.2.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.2.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.2.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.2.4B)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions
(e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways,
listening to others with care, speaking one
at a time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent
sentences. (SL.2.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using adjectives
and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids
are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Comprehension
Key details
Fluency
Conversation
Characters
Connections

K2 What a “just right” book is (e.g., smoothly read and
understood)

K3 Books are organized in a variety of ways including
genre, level, and author.

K4 Stamina and confidence are built by increasing the
amount of time and focus during daily reading.

K5 Fluency increases by reading in longer phases.

K6 Norms and Expectations (reading routines) for
Reading Workshop

K7 When to stop, think, and reflect about what they read
to self- monitor for comprehension.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1  I can choose “just right” books.

S2 I can use multiple strategies to decode tricky words.

S3 I can use multiple strategies to help me comprehend
and discuss the stories I read.

S4 I can monitor for sense and meaning.

S5 I can effectively choose and work with a reading
partner.

S6 I can recount a story with key details from the story.

S7 I can create goals for myself as a reader to help in
building stamina.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Reading-Unit 2-Foundational

Unit #: Chest-00113672
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Overcoming Challenges
In this unit, students will brush up on various foundational reading skills, but will continue to build as independent readers with both fiction and non-fiction texts. Whereas first-graders
are often consumed with breaking the code--reading the words--by second grade, students need to do some serious thinking about books. Students will tackle tricky words with
decoding strategies, read with fluency (rate, accuracy, expression, appropriate phrasing) to bring meaning to the text, monitor comprehension, and make corrections and adjustments
when understanding breaks down. Students will develop automaticity with print so they can read with the rhythms of natural speech and they will be challenged to read like a writer to
make reading-writing connections.  Students will also explore the concept of overcoming challenges throughout this unit as they persist in tackling tricky words and building fluency. 
They will come to realize that although we may each face different challenges and/or obstacles in our lives, the ability to face and overcome challenges is an essential life trait--
whether we are overcoming challenges associated with reading--or challenges associated with other aspects of life.
Students will know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words and they will read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text. (RL.2.1)

Craft and Structure
Describe the overall structure of a story,
including describing how the beginning
introduces the story and the ending concludes
the action identifying how each successive part
builds on earlier sections. (RL.2.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use information gained from the illustrations and
words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot
(RL.2.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Read and comprehend literature, including
stories and poetry, at grade level text
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.
(RL.2.10)

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text. (RI.2.1)

Craft and Structure

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Good readers use what they know about words and

letter sounds to help them read.

U2 Good readers use a series of strategies to recognize
and read unfamiliar words; reading fluently helps a
reader understand the text.

U3 Being able to face and overcome challenges is a
valuable trait in life; overcoming challenges
sometimes requires thinking in new ways.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can sounds help me understand a word? How can

I use what I know about words and letter sounds to
help me read? How can recognizing grade level words
help me be a better reader?

Q2 What do readers do when they are trying to read
tricky words? What does it mean to read fluently?

Q3 What does it mean to face a challenge?  What does it
take to overcome challenges?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Know and use various text features (e.g.,
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries,
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key
facts or information in a text efficiently. (RI.2.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how specific illustrations and images
(e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to and clarify a text (RI.2.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Read and comprehend informational texts,
including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at grade level text complexity
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. (RI.2.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words (RF.2.3)

Decode regularly spelled two-syllable
words with long vowels. (RF.2.3B)
Decode words with common prefixes and
suffixes. (RF.2.3C)
Identify words with inconsistent but
common spelling-sound correspondences.
(RF.2.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.2.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.2.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.2.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading
as necessary (RF.2.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Evidence
Suffix
Prefix
Multi-Syllable
Appropriate
Irregular
Evidence
Characters
Setting
Sequence
Beginning/Introduction
Ending/Conclusion

K2 Decoding Strategies

K3 Word Study Skills Strategies

K4 Stories have characters, a setting, a problem, and a
solution which happen in a sequence.

K5 Texts have a who, what, when, where, why, and how.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1  I can recognize the way meaningful chunks can be

added to words to change their meaning.

S2 I can identify prefixes that are added to the
beginning of words.

S3 I can explain the meaning of common prefixes (e.g.,
re-; un-; dis-; etc.).

S4 I can identify suffixes that are added to the ending of
words.

S5 I can identify derivational suffixes (-ly; -ish; -hood; -
ful; -ness; -ment, etc.) and explain how they change
the meaning of a word.

S6  I can identify and use common syllable patterns
such as doubles, to help decode multisyllabic words.

S7 I can set a purpose for reading.

S8 I can use expression when reading.

S9 I can use self-correction strategies.

S10 I can utilize pictures for clues to figure out tricky
words or skip hard words and read on for meaning.

S11 I can skim a text to check for understanding.

S12 I can scan a text to confirm understanding.

S13 I can reread for fluency and comprehension.

S14 I can self-monitor my reading for understanding and
I can notice and name the trouble I am having while
reading.

S15  I can refer to the front and back covers of a text and
name the type of text I am reading or discussing.

S16 I can describe how stories are organized, including
how the beginning introduces the story and the
ending concludes it.

S17 I can ask and answer questions about key details in a
text.

S18 I can participate in discussions with my peers.
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(SL.2.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice,
fish). (L.2.1B)
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.2.1C)
Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
(L.2.1D)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy
watched the movie; The little boy watched the
movie; The action movie was watched by the
little boy). (L.2.1F)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies (L.2.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.2.4A)
Determine the meaning of the new word formed
when a known prefix is added to a known word
(e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). (L.2.4B)
Use knowledge of the meaning of individual
words to predict the meaning of compound
words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly;
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). (L.2.4D)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings
(L.2.5)

Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or
juicy). (L.2.5A)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using adjectives
and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids
are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6)
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Reading-Unit 3-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113677
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Structure and Comparison
In this unit, students become the kind of reader who learns information from books. They will explore and pursue topics of interest and continue to stop and jot about their new
learning. Students will be exposed to text structures and features as strategies to aid in comprehension and learn even more about the topic, and they will find similarities and
differences between texts of the same topic. Throughout the unit, students will use what they have learned to develop their own ideas. They will indulge their curiosity and ask
questions as they gather information about their topics. Students will share their ideas, questions, and new learning with others.
Students will compare and contrast two multi paragraph texts on the same topic, using informational text features to locate key facts and information.  They will identify the main idea
of each text, then recount the key ideas, details, and events in each paragraph that help explain the main topic, including just the important information, not every single detail.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text. (RI.2.1)
Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph
text as well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text. (RI.2.2)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in
a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
(RI.2.4)
Know and use various text features (e.g.,
captions, bold print, subheadings,
glossaries, indexes, electronic menus,
icons) to locate key facts or information in
a text efficiently. (RI.2.5)
Identify the main purpose of a text, including
what the author wants to answer, explain, or
describe. (RI.2.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how specific illustrations and images
(e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to and clarify a text (RI.2.7)
Compare and contrast the most important
points presented by two texts on the same
topic. (RI.2.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers of nonfiction understand that the

author will use each paragraph to support their main
idea.

U2 Strong readers use text structures and features to
understand, question, and interpret text.

U3 Strong readers read more than one text on a topic,
question authors, and consider different perspectives.

U4 Readers use all their strategies for tricky words for
fiction reading during their nonfiction reading;
including figuring it out with our partner.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 What is this author trying to teach me or make me

believe?

Q2 How can we use the unique features in nonfiction
books to gain information?

Q3 Should I believe everything I read?  Why should I read
more than one book on the same topic?

Q4 How do I deal with words I don’t know?

Acquisition
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Read and comprehend informational texts,
including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at grade level text complexity
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. (RI.2.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words (RF.2.3)

Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with
long vowels. (RF.2.3B)
Decode words with common prefixes and
suffixes. (RF.2.3C)
Identify words with inconsistent but common
spelling-sound correspondences. (RF.2.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.2.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.2.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.2.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.2.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice,
fish). (L.2.1B)

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Paragraph
Main idea
Main topic
Details
Text features
Captions
headings/subheadings
Glossary
Hyperlinks
Charts
Bold print
Perspective
Bias
Compare
Contrast
Table Of Contents
Index
Pictures/Illustrations
Maps
Tables

K2 Nonfiction text is organized differently from fiction
and contains unique features.

K3 There are different types of nonfiction which are read
for different purposes.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the features and their functions of

nonfiction text (e.g., headings, table of content, bold
words, chapters, glossary, index, and graphics).

S2 I can utilize text features to grow knowledge and
understand a topic.

S3 I can apply knowledge of previewing and locate
information using the table of contents, headings,
glossary, and index.

S4 I can identify and choose the appropriate type of
nonfiction book for a specific use.

S5 I can examine information and determine its
importance and relevance to a topic of study.

S6 I can identify the main idea of a text and/or
paragraphs.

S7 I can synthesize the information gained from multiple
texts about the same topic.

S8 I can utilize multiple print or digital sources to gain
knowledge or answer a question about a particular
topic.

S9 I can compare and contrast two texts on the same
topic.

S10 I can collaborate with a partner or group to
investigate the text features in their books in order
to locate new information
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Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.2.1C)
Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
(L.2.1D)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy
watched the movie; The little boy watched the
movie; The action movie was watched by the
little boy). (L.2.1F)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies (L.2.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.2.4A)
Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both
print and digital, to determine or clarify the
meaning of words and phrases. (L.2.4E)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Reading-Unit 4-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113674
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry & Cause and Effect
Students will describe how characters respond to major events and challenges by asking and answering questions (who, what, where, why, and how) to determine key details in a text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who,
what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details
in a text. (RL.2.1)
Recount stories, including fables and folktales
from diverse cultures, and determine their
central message/theme, lesson, or moral. (RL.2.2)
Describe how characters in a story respond
to major events and challenges using key
details (RL.2.3)

Craft and Structure
Describe the overall structure of a story,
including describing how the beginning
introduces the story and the ending concludes
the action identifying how each successive part
builds on earlier sections. (RL.2.5)
Acknowledge differences in the points of view of
characters, including by speaking in a different
voice for each character when reading dialogue
aloud. (RL.2.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use information gained from the illustrations and
words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot
(RL.2.7)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Read and comprehend literature, including
stories and poetry, at grade level text
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.
(RL.2.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers ask and answer questions about their

text when they read.

U2 We can get to know the characters wants and troubles
by tracking them through our books and by paying
attention to the key details provided by the author.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does asking and answering questions help me

understand what I read? How do readers combine all
narrative elements to understand their books?

Q2 How do readers get to know their characters?  How
can I study how characters grow and change and
think about lessons the author may have intended?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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analysis skills in decoding words (RF.2.3)
Know spelling-sound correspondences for
common vowel teams. (RF.2.3A)
Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with
long vowels. (RF.2.3B)
Decode words with common prefixes and
suffixes. (RF.2.3C)
Identify words with inconsistent but common
spelling-sound correspondences. (RF.2.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.2.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.2.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.2.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.2.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary 

question 
answer 
key details 
understanding 
text 
Information
Describe
Major Event
Minor Event
Major/Minor Characters
Interaction of Characters
Challenges

K2 All fictional stories include narrative elements:
characters, setting, plot, problem, solution, and
theme.

K3 Setting of the story is defined by the time period and
physical location. Setting can also contain different
scenes.

K4 Paying attention to a character’s words, actions, and
thoughts reveals character traits.

K5 Character traits help readers to predict what the
character will do next.

K6 Characters change from the beginning of the story to
the end of the story and often learn lessons.

K7 Readers understand it is important to use evidence
from the text to support their thinking.

K8 How a series unfolds, noticing patterns, and predicting
what will happen.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can ask and answer questions such as who, what,

when, where, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.

S2 I can use key details from a story to describe how
characters respond to major events and challenges.

S3 I understand the importance that the setting has and
how it can impact the events in the story.

S4 I can track events across a story by discussing,
recording events in myReader’s Notebook or using
post-its.

S5 I can identify and track character traits in a reader’s
notebook.

S6 I can infer how a character might be feeling based on
the character’s traits.

S7 I can determine what the character will do next and
why based upon what they already know about the
character.

S8 I can complete a Venn Diagram to compare
character’s personality, feelings, and actions from
the beginning of the story to the end.

S9 I can collect textual evidence when writing about
reading.

S10 I will notice predictable patterns in the story like the
recurring cast of characters and setting and pay
close attention to the introduction of new characters.

S11 I can utilize patterns to predict what will happen next
in the story or in the next book in the series.
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grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies (L.2.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.2.4A)
Determine the meaning of the new word formed
when a known prefix is added to a known word
(e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). (L.2.4B)
Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning
of an unknown word with the same root (e.g.,
addition, additional) (L.2.4C)
Use knowledge of the meaning of individual
words to predict the meaning of compound
words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly;
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). (L.2.4D)
Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both
print and digital, to determine or clarify the
meaning of words and phrases. (L.2.4E)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using adjectives
and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids
are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
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Stage 3: Learning Plan

Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Reading-Unit 5-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113675
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

Students will explain how the illustrations and the words in a print or digital text describe the characters, setting, and plot.  They will determine  the differences in the ways characters
think and act (point of view) throughout a text as well as identify the central message, lesson, or moral of a story, including fables and folktales, then chronologically recount the main
events, including just the most important information, not every single detail.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text. (RL.2.1)
Recount stories, including fables and
folktales from diverse cultures, and
determine their central message/theme,
lesson, or moral. (RL.2.2)
Describe how characters in a story respond to
major events and challenges using key details
(RL.2.3)

Craft and Structure
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular
beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines)
supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or
song. (RL.2.4)
Describe the overall structure of a story,
including describing how the beginning
introduces the story and the ending concludes
the action identifying how each successive part
builds on earlier sections. (RL.2.5)
Acknowledge differences in the points of
view of characters, including by speaking
in a different voice for each character
when reading dialogue aloud. (RL.2.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use information gained from the illustrations and
words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot
(RL.2.7)
Compare and contrast two or more

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Readers will recognize that the purpose of traditional

literature is to teach a moral or a lesson.

U2 Readers will recognize the elements of a traditional
tale.

U3 Readers will understand the importance of
perspective.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do people share stories from long ago?

Q2 What can we learn from reading fables, fairy tales,
and folktales?

Q3 How does point of view impact affect a story?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella
stories) by different authors or from
different cultures. (RL.2.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Read and comprehend literature, including
stories and poetry, at grade level text
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.
(RL.2.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words (RF.2.3)

Know spelling-sound correspondences for
common vowel teams. (RF.2.3A)
Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with
long vowels. (RF.2.3B)
Decode words with common prefixes and
suffixes. (RF.2.3C)
Identify words with inconsistent but common
spelling-sound correspondences. (RF.2.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.2.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.2.4A)
Read grade-level text orally with accuracy,
appropriate rate, and expression. (RF.2.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.2.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Moral
Fable
Folktale
Compare
Contrast
Fantasy
Magic
Mystical characters
Culture
Fairy tale
Hero
Villain
Victim
Point of View
Recount
Theme/Message
Dialogue

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the central message, lesson, or moral

of a story.

S2 I can chronologically recount the main events,
including just the most important information from a
story.

S3 I can determine the difference in the ways characters
think and act in each scene of a story.

S4 I can compare and contrast two versions of the same
story by different authors or from different cultures.

S5 I can develop and discuss connections to real-life
situations based on the moral or lesson learned.

S6 I can describe or discuss the beliefs of a specific
culture as it relates to the folktale.

S7 I can create character charts defining the roles of the
characters in fables, folktales, and fairytales.

S8 I can recognize that a story can be interpreted
differently depending upon which character is telling
the story.

S9 I can empathize with the characters in the story by
putting themselves in the characters’ shoes.

S10 I can discover that the pictures in the story can
provide insight into the feelings of the characters.
i.e. I notice… I think… I could…

S11 I can describe the emotional atmosphere of a setting
and how it affects the actions and feelings of a
character.

S12 I can analyze the ways that the physical setting
affects the main characters.
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Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
an array of strategies (L.2.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase (L.2.4A)
Determine the meaning of the new word formed
when a known prefix is added to a known word
(e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). (L.2.4B)
Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning
of an unknown word with the same root (e.g.,
addition, additional) (L.2.4C)
Use knowledge of the meaning of individual
words to predict the meaning of compound
words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly;
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). (L.2.4D)
Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both
print and digital, to determine or clarify the
meaning of words and phrases. (L.2.4E)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Reading-Unit 6-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113676
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

In this unit, students will come together in book clubs to read and talk about informational topics. Students become experts on topics and increase their familiarity with different kinds
of text and reading strategies. (Students entering this unit already know a lot about informational text from unit 3.) This unit revisits past instructional content, increases the depth of
knowledge of this content and connects strategies learned to new content. 
Students will determine the author’s purpose in writing a text and draw on this understanding to describe the connection between historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps
in technical procedures within a text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text. (RI.2.1)
Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text
as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within
the text. (RI.2.2)
Describe the connection between a series
of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures
in a text. (RI.2.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in
a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
(RI.2.4)
Know and use various text features (e.g.,
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries,
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key
facts or information in a text efficiently. (RI.2.5)
Identify the main purpose of a text,
including what the author wants to answer,
explain, or describe. (RI.2.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how specific illustrations and images
(e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to and clarify a text (RI.2.7)
Describe and identify the logical connections of
how reasons support specific points the author
makes in a text. (RI.2.8)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers use text structures and features to

understand, question, and interpret text.

U2 Strong readers read more than one text on a topic,
question authors, and consider different perspectives.

U3 Readers use all their strategies for tricky words for
fiction reading during their nonfiction reading;
including figuring it out with our partner.

U4 Strong readers can take out the important information
in a nonfiction book and organize them into notes.

U5 Readers can use the notes they took to help them
complete a research project.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can we use the unique features in nonfiction

books to gain information?

Q2 Why should I read more than one book on the same
topic?

Q3 How do I deal with words I don’t know?

Q4 How can I organize all of the information in a
nonfiction book?

Q5 How can I use the notes and information I recorded?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Compare and contrast the most important points
presented by two texts on the same topic. (RI.2.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
Read and comprehend informational texts,
including history/social studies, science, and
technical texts, at grade level text complexity
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. (RI.2.10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.2.4)

Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.2.4C)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Main purpose
Author’s intent
Description
Explanation
Passage
Analyze
Compare
Contrast
Sequence
Historical
Technical
Scientific
Timeline
Note Taking

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can describe the connection between events, ideas,

or concepts in a text.

S2 I can explain how the illustrations, text features, and
words work together to help me understand the
main topic of a text.

S3 I can determine the author’s purpose for writing a
text.

S4 I can use features in a nonfiction book to help them
find information on a given topic.

S5 I can apply knowledge of previewing and locating
information using the table of contents, headings,
glossary, and index.

S6 I can examine information and determine its
importance and relevance to a topic of study.

S7 I can synthesize the information gained from multiple
texts about the same topic.

S8 I can utilize multiple print or digital sources to gain
knowledge or answer a question about a particular
topic.

S9 I can collaborate with a partner or group to
investigate the same topic and share our notes.

S10 I can organize the information I read and shared into
notes and subtopics.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Writing-Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113678
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Community and Routines
Second grade writers will be exposed to the many routines and procedures necessary to be efficient and effective writers in the Writer’s Workshop model. Students will sketch ideas for
their writing.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Text Types and Purposes
Write narratives in which they recount a well-
elaborated event or short sequence of events,
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and
feelings, use temporal words to signal event
order, and provide a sense of closure. (W.2.3)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults and
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
needed through self-reflection, revising and
editing. (W.2.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.2.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.2.8)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writer's follow routines and procedures.

U2 Writer's communicate clearly to their audience.

U3 Writer’s write with stamina and independence

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does the writing process help me become a

better writer?

Q2 How do I organize and clarify my thoughts?

Q3 How do I work independently through the steps of the
writing process?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring
irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children,
teeth, mice, fish). (L.2.1B)
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself,
ourselves). (L.2.1C)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.2.2)

Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names (L.2.2A)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Brainstorm
Rough Draft
Organize
Introduction
Transition Words
Elaborate
Edit
Revise
Proofread
Capitalization
Punctuation

K2 The routines, procedures, and expectations during
writing.

K3 The steps of the writing process.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can gather materials, use writing folders/Writer’s

Notebook, and locate resources for my writing.

S2 I can identify a moment in my life when something
happened to me.

S3 I can choose and recount one of my small moment
ideas across fingers.

S4 I can share stories with partners and use Writer’s
Notebook to plan a story.

S5 I can draft or sketch my ideas in sequential order.

S6 I can record and develop the story I have verbalized,
drawn, and/or planned.

S7 I can determine aspects of my story that need to be
revised by using a writer’s checklist for;
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling.

S8 I can collaborate with a partner/teacher to share
constructive feedback and revise based on
discussion.

S9 I can present my final drafts to an audience.

S10 I can celebrate my achievements by sharing my
writing with others.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence
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Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Writing-Unit 2-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113679
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Creativity and Overcoming Challenges
In this unit students draw on simple craft moves, such as using precise words to make their writing more specific or beautiful. Across the unit, students will add to this repertoire,
learning ways that authors draw on their senses to make readers feel like they are there, in the story, or to create a beautiful image or a strong feeling. This is an introduction to the
work that students will be doing again and again, both this year and in years to follow.  In Unit 2 (reading), students are exploring the concept of what it means to overcome challenges
as they build their fluency as readers.  In this unit, students will continue to deepen their understanding of this concept through their writing.  Students will consider the different ways
they overcome challenges associated with the writing process (e.g., using conventions of the English language correctly, spelling words correctly, sequencing events in a logical order,
effectively using their senses to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, and making sure their narrative has a clear ending.)  Students will recognize that the ability to face and
overcome challenges is an essential life trait--whether we are overcoming challenges associated with our writing--or challenges associated with other aspects of life.
Students will write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events that includes details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings; temporal
words to signal event order; and a sense of closure.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Text Types and Purposes
Write narratives in which they recount a
well-elaborated event or short sequence of
events, include details to describe actions,
thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words
to signal event order, and provide a sense
of closure. (W.2.3)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults and
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
needed through self-reflection, revising and
editing. (W.2.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.2.6)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The
boy watched the movie; The little boy
watched the movie; The action movie was
watched by the little boy). (L.2.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.2.2)

Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names (L.2.2A)
Use an apostrophe to form contractions
and frequently occurring possessives.
(L.2.2C)
Consult print and digital resources,
including beginning dictionaries, as needed
to check and correct spellings. (L.2.2E)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings
(L.2.5)

Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or
juicy). (L.2.5A)

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers often draw on their own experiences for

inspiration; a good story includes memorable
characters, well-chosen details, and is written in a
logical way that makes it easy for the reader to follow.

U2 Effective writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication; the absence of proper usage can
detract from the audience’s enjoyment and
understanding.

U3 Being able to face and overcome challenges is a
valuable trait in life; writers can use their stories to
show how characters overcome challenges many
readers face every day.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I draw on my life experiences to engage my

readers?  How can my creative choices make my
writing more interesting to my readers?  What makes
a good story?

Q2 What role do language conventions and grammar
play in crafting a solid piece of writing?  How does my
use of grammar and language conventions impact my
audience?

Q3 What does it mean to face a challenge?  What does it
take to overcome challenges?  How can I represent
this in my writing?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Setting
Major/Minor Character
Problem
Details
Descriptive Words
Sequence
Events
Adjectives
Adverbs
Modify (Modified)
Apostrophe
Contractions
Possessive

K2 Temporal Words (e.g., a long time ago, today, later,
first, next, then, last)

K3 The difference between a simple and a compound
sentence

K4 Rules for Capitalization (e.g., holidays, product names,
geographic names)

K5 Where to access print and digital resources necessary
for checking and correcting spellings.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write a narrative in which I recount a well-

elaborated event or short sequence of events.

S2 I can use adjectives and adverbs--choosing between
them depending on what is to be modified.

S3 I can produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences.

S4 I can capitalize the name of holidays, words for
products and geographic names.

S5 I can use an apostrophe to form contractions and
frequently occurring possessives.

S6 I can consult reference materials, as needed, to check
and correct my spelling.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Writing-Unit 3-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113680
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Structure/Form
In this unit, students will teach about areas of personal expertise. Students will explore and learn about different ways of structuring nonfiction texts. Students will experiment with a
variety of text structures, thinking about which one best conveys information about a given topic. As they learn more about text structures, students may return to a text they wrote
earlier in the unit, rewriting it with a new structure. Students will learn to consider their audience, helping them to write with purpose as they angle their writing toward the information
a specific audience would need to know. Students will also make choices about how to shape their information and consider what kind of text/book to write.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Text Types and Purposes
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they introduce a topic, use evidence-
based facts and definitions to develop
points, and provide a conclusion. (W.2.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults and
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
needed through self-reflection, revising and
editing. (W.2.5)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Participate in shared research and writing
projects (e.g., read a number of books on a
single topic to produce a report; record science
observations). (W.2.7)
Recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.2.8)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong non-fiction writers organize their writing and

include purposeful, specific vocabulary and strong
details in their writing.

U2 Strong non-fiction writers use different text features
and visuals to support their reader as they navigate
through information.

U3 Writers use grammar and conventions to convey ideas
precisely and powerfully.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I sound like an expert on a given topic?  How

can I use facts to teach my audience about things
that matter to me?

Q2 How does the way I write make it easier or harder for
my audience to gather information?

Q3 How does my use of grammar conventions affect how
I communicate with others?  How do conventions of
language help readers avoid confusion?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)
Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual
displays to stories or recounts of experiences
when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and
feelings. (SL.2.5)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring
irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children,
teeth, mice, fish). (L.2.1B)
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself,
ourselves). (L.2.1C)
Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid,
told). (L.2.1D)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The
boy watched the movie; The little boy
watched the movie; The action movie was
watched by the little boy). (L.2.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.2.2)

Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names (L.2.2A)
Consult print and digital resources, including
beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and
correct spellings. (L.2.2E)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Introduction
Conclusion
Topic
Facts
Opinion
Evidence
Definition
Collective nouns
Pronouns
Adjectives
Adverbs
Complete sentence
Compound sentence
Capitalization
Punctuation
Proper nouns
Edit
Revise
Headings
Table of Contents
Vocabulary

K2 Steps for choosing and writing on a nonfiction topic.

K3 The structure of nonfiction writing.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can plan and use text features (in my writing) to

teach readers.

S2 I can organize information into sections using
headings.

S3 I can select and use text features purposefully

S4 I can use sources to spell content words correctly.

S5 I can write with voice to match the intended
audience and purpose.

S6 I can match content to the intended audience and
purpose

S7 I can edit for proper use of capital letters, end
punctuation, and commas in a series.

S8 I can edit for verb tense.

S9 I can use collective nouns.

S10 I can form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns.

S11 I can capitalize the first word in a sentence and the
word I, dates and names of people, holidays, and
geographic names.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Writing-Unit 4-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113685
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in
In this unit, students will write about books they love while using evidence to support their opinions. They will engage in close reading as a way to spark new ideas and deepen their
thinking to elaborate their opinion pieces and apply what they’ve learned to their writing. Students will uncover their opinions about a character(s) as well as a favorite scene,
illustrations across the text, and lessons learned.
Students will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage (e.g., collective nouns, irregular plural nouns, past tense of irregular verbs, etc.) and
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing an opinion piece about a topic or a book.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Text Types and Purposes
Write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or book they are
writing about, state an opinion, supply
reasons that support the opinion, use
linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a
conclusion (W.2.1)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults and
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
needed through self-reflection, revising and
editing. (W.2.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.2.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.2.8)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 There are many ways to persuade an audience.

U2 Writers express their opinions and use supporting
evidence.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do you decide whether or not you like

something?

Q2 How do writers use language and detail to express
and support their opinions?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write an opinion piece about a topic or book

and give two to three reasons to show what I think
about this topic or book.
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the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring
irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children,
teeth, mice, fish). (L.2.1B)
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself,
ourselves). (L.2.1C)
Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid,
told). (L.2.1D)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The
boy watched the movie; The little boy
watched the movie; The action movie was
watched by the little boy). (L.2.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.2.2)

Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names (L.2.2A)
Use commas in greetings and closings of
letters. (L.2.2B)
Use an apostrophe to form contractions
and frequently occurring possessives.
(L.2.2C)
Generalize learned spelling patterns when
writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy →
boil). (L.2.2D)
Consult print and digital resources,

K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Opinion
persuade/persuasive
Introduction
Transition words
Paragraph
Evidence
Reason
Conclusion
Edit
Revise

K2 The proper format for writing a letter

S2 I can use linking words to connect my opinion to my
reasons.

S3 I can locate and correct errors in capitalization,
punctuation, grammar and spelling.

S4 I can use collective nouns.

S5 I can form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns.

S6 I can use reflexive pronouns.

S7 I can form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs.

S8 I can use adjectives and adverbs correctly.

S9 I can produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences.

S10 I can capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names in my writing.

S11 I can use commas in greetings and closings of
letters.

S12 I can use an apostrophe to form contractions and
frequently occurring possessives.

S13 I can consult reference materials, as needed, to
check and correct my spelling.

S14 I can collaborate in a conversation and debate on a
simple topic, such as a favorite pet, to engage
children in the art of persuasion.

S15 I can demonstrate how to listen and respond
appropriately to other opinions.

S16 I can construct a letter by including a heading,
greeting, body, closing, and signature.

S17 I can organize supporting details using a graphic
organizer.

S18 I can utilize the OREO -Opinion, Reason,
Explain/Evidence, Opinion restated- mnemonic
device to write an organized essay.
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including beginning dictionaries, as needed
to check and correct spellings. (L.2.2E)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using adjectives
and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids
are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Writing-Unit 5-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113686
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

Students will use a variety of digital tools to write, produce and publish a detailed narrative.  They will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage (e.g., collective nouns, plural nouns, past tense of irregular verbs, adjectives and adverbs).

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Text Types and Purposes
Write narratives in which they recount a
well-elaborated event or short sequence of
events, include details to describe actions,
thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words
to signal event order, and provide a sense
of closure. (W.2.3)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults and
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
needed through self-reflection, revising and
editing. (W.2.5)
With guidance and support from adults,
use a variety of digital tools to produce
and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers. (W.2.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.2.8)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Fairytales are fictional stories that have roots in oral

tradition.

U2 Reading and writing different versions of a story help
us become better writers.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 What common elements do fairytales have?

Q2 How do comparing different versions of the same
story help me become a better writer?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)

Page 1 of 3
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 6:38 PM



needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Tell a story or recount an experience with
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
(SL.2.4)
Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual
displays to stories or recounts of experiences
when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and
feelings. (SL.2.5)
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring
irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children,
teeth, mice, fish). (L.2.1B)
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself,
ourselves). (L.2.1C)
Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid,
told). (L.2.1D)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy
watched the movie; The little boy watched the
movie; The action movie was watched by the
little boy). (L.2.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.2.2)

Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names (L.2.2A)
Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
(L.2.2B)
Use an apostrophe to form contractions and
frequently occurring possessives. (L.2.2C)
Generalize learned spelling patterns when
writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil).
(L.2.2D)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Event Sequence
Temporal Words
Closure
Moral
Fable
Folktale
Fantasy
Magic
Mystical characters
Culture
Fairy tale
Hero
Villain
Victim
Adjectives
Adverbs
Collective Nouns

K2 The structure and key components to writing a fairy
tale.

K3 Common elements to fairy tales.

K4 The revision process for editing writing.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write narratives that recount a well-elaborated

event or short sequence of events.

S2 I can add details to my writing that describe people’s
actions, thoughts, and feelings.

S3 I use temporal words to show the order of events.

S4 I can construct a fairy tale using a beginning, middle,
end, setting, character, problem and solution.

S5 I can create a setting for my story to show the
feeling of the piece.

S6 I can locate and correct errors in capitalization,
punctuation, grammar and spelling.

S7 I can use collective nouns.

S8 I can form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns.

S9 I can use reflexive pronouns.

S10 I can form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs.

S11 I can use adjectives and adverbs correctly.

S12 I can collaborate with a partner/teacher to share
constructive feedback

S13 I can share constructive feedback which is essential
for improving writing.
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Consult print and digital resources, including
beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and
correct spellings. (L.2.2E)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using adjectives
and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids
are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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2nd Grade/Writing-Unit 6-Informational/Research

Unit #: Chest-00113687
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Michael Brayton, Maria
Martinez

Grade(s): 2
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 2nd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

This unit focuses on increasing students’ knowledge of how to conduct research and share information. In Unit 3 (and in previous grades), students were asked to write about topics of
personal expertise; however, now students will advance to topics requiring research. Students will acquire research strategies to gather and share information on a whole-class shared
topic. 
Students will apply the craft of informational writing to develop a descriptive report on a researched topic.  They will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 2-2

Text Types and Purposes
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they introduce a topic, use evidence-
based facts and definitions to develop
points, and provide a conclusion. (W.2.2)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults and
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
needed through self-reflection, revising and
editing. (W.2.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
(W.2.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Participate in shared research and writing
projects (e.g., read a number of books on a
single topic to produce a report; record
science observations). (W.2.7)
Recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a
question. (W.2.8)

Participate in collaborative conversations with
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
(SL.2.1)

Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Researching and sharing information with others can

help us better understand a research topic.

U2 I can organize my notes and facts into subtopics when
writing a nonfiction book.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I contribute to a shared research project?

Q2 How can I use facts to write an informational piece?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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the topics and texts under discussion). (SL.2.1A)
Build on others' talk in conversations by linking
their explicit comments to the remarks of others
(SL.2.1B)
Ask for clarification and further explanation as
needed about the topics and texts under
discussion. (SL.2.1C)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a
text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media. (SL.2.2)
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding
of a topic or issue. (SL.2.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Produce complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification. (SL.2.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking. (L.2.1)

Use collective nouns (e.g., group). (L.2.1A)
Form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice,
fish). (L.2.1B)
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.2.1C)
Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
(L.2.1D)
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose
between them depending on what is to be
modified. (L.2.1E)
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The
boy watched the movie; The little boy
watched the movie; The action movie was
watched by the little boy). (L.2.1F)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.2.2)

Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names (L.2.2A)
Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
(L.2.2B)
Use an apostrophe to form contractions and
frequently occurring possessives. (L.2.2C)
Generalize learned spelling patterns when
writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil).
(L.2.2D)
Consult print and digital resources,
including beginning dictionaries, as needed
to check and correct spellings. (L.2.2E)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Topic
Inform
Explain
Topic Sentence
Examples
Definitions
Details
Quote
Sources
Information
Key Words
Online
Credit
Cite
Bibliography
Citation Page
Table of Contents

K2 Temporal Words (e.g., a long time ago, today, later,
first, next, then, last, also, another example, after)

K3 Steps for choosing and writing on a nonfiction topic.

K4 The structure of nonfiction writing.
 topic ❏ sources ❏ information ❏ key words ❏
online ❏ information ❏ credit ❏ cite ❏
bibliography ❏ citation page

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can organize relevant information on a topic.

S2 I can write informative/explanatory texts about a
topic of choice.

S3 I can use details/facts to develop key points about a
topic of choice.

S4 I can make a clear point by thinking about what I
should say first, second, and third.

S5 I can use text features to help me illustrate my
writing.

S6 I can participate in shared research and writing
projects.

S7 I can use reference materials such as encyclopedias,
atlas, search engines or databases.

S8 I can use keywords when searching a topic.

S9 I can summarize information.

S10 I can use graphic organizers or Thinking Maps
logically to move through their research project.

S11 I can use the information both myself and others
researched to help me with an independent research
project.

S12 I can organize notes and facts into subtopics.
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Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.2.3)

Compare formal and informal uses of English.
(L.2.3A)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using adjectives
and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids
are happy that makes me happy). (L.2.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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